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The Arab African Investment Group(AAG)

working on establishment of a free zone to enhance the value of tea and coffee
and the establishment of an independent stock exchange in Uganda.

\\\ —— ra
AFRICAN

In cooperation with government officials, Yassin Musa Al-Zain chairman of the Arab African Investment Group

(AAG) to implement Ugandas independent stock exchange project.

By our reports

In cooperation with strategic partners, officials
from the agricultural and industrial sectors, export
authorities, and free markets, the Arab African Group
for Trade, Tourism, and Investment (AAG) began
implementing a project more than three months
ago to establish a free zone to enhance the value of
tea and coffee. This project also aims to establish an
independent stock exchange. According to the group’s
chairman Yassin Musa Alzain , the goal is to capitalize
on Uganda’s significant potential in both sectors.
According to Al-Zein, establishing an independent
regional stock exchange represents a strategic step to
enhance the position of the tea and coffee market at
the regional and international levels, facilitate export
operations, and stimulate economic growth, which
will reflect on quality and free competition.

The Arab African Group has held several meetings
with stakeholders in the Ministries of Agriculture and
Industry and the Export and Free Markets Authority
over the past two months. The meetings resulted in
a complete consensus on implementing the project,
while working to address the challenges facing its
implementation.

The Executive Director of the Uganda Free Zones and
Export Promotion Authority, Hez Kimoomi Alinda
,considered the establishment of an independent stock
exchange and a free zone to enhance the value of tea
and coffee to be important projects that will boost
Ugandan exports and contribute to their development.
He explained that the project could achieve
unprecedented success, noting the importance of the
Sudanese market in supporting the project and calling

e a

Economi

for strategic partnerships with relevant authorities in
Sudan.
Kasuga Moses, Assistant Commissioner for Primary
Products Processing at the Ministry of Agriculture,
said that free markets and stock exchanges are
effective tools for enhancing competitiveness and
increasing exports, which support economic growth
and sustainable development. He praised the project’s
concept and promised to provide all necessary
government support to the Arab-African Group to
implement the project and make the dream a reality.
During the meetings, the Arab-African Group’s vision
for agricultural investment and exports was presented,
as well as its vision for developing investment in
Uganda. A marketing map for expanding tea and
coffee exports to Sudan was also presented.
The Ugandan Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Resources, and Fisheries had previously issued a
statement indicating that Uganda exported 793,000
60-kilogram bags of coffee in May 2025, generating
revenues of $243 million.
Describing this as a historic achievement and
exceptional growth, the Ministry indicated that
the Ugandan coffee industry had achieved what it
described as a milestone in May 2025.
It added that Uganda is currently the largest exporter
of coffee in Africa, achieving a record of more than
47,000 tons, surpassing Ethiopia’s previous record.
It added, “In May 2025, Ugandas exports from
Ethiopia exceeded 43,000 tons, indicating a decisive
shift in the dynamics of coffee trade on the continent.
The ministry attributed the exceptional growth in
the sector to improved quality standards and strong
government support.
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Revolutionizing Education:

How Al is Empowering Students and Transforming Learning

Artificial intelligence (AI) is emerging as a powerful
ally in addressing unprecedented educational
challenges, such as overcrowded classrooms and
learning disparities. Recent reports and initiatives
highlight AT’s potential to personalize learning, bridge
gaps, and enhance efficiency.

Personalized Learning: Tailoring Education to
Individual Needs Personalization is at the heart of AI's
educational revolution. AI platforms analyze student
data to create adaptive learning paths. For instance,
Duolingo adjusts lesson difficulty in real-time, making
learning more effective and enjoyable.

Efficiency and Automation: Freeing Time for What
Matters

Al excels at automating mundane tasks, alleviating
burdens on both students and educators. For teachers,
AT handles grading, administrative workflows, and
resource planning, enabling them to focus on student

interaction rather than paperwork.

Engagement and Accessibility: Making Learning Fun
and Inclusive

Al injects excitement into education through
gamification and immersive technologies. Minecraft:
Education Edition uses AI to teach STEM via
interactive simulations, keeping students motivated.
Future Implications: Promises and Precautions

The World Economic Forum report underscores AI’s
promise in building essential skills like digital literacy,
critical thinking, and problem-solving. However,
challenges loom, such as the need for governance and
equality in access to technology.

By integrating Al into education, we can address
global crises and empower the next generation. From
personalized paths to inclusive tools, the evidence
is compelling: AI can make learning more effective,
engaging, and accessible.

5 Issue (11), September 2025 10



Festive Season:

Lucrative Business Ideas to Tap Into

As the Christmas season approaches, demand for various
products and services increases. Entrepreneurs can
capitalize on this season by investing in businesses that
cater to people’s needs during this period.

Lucrative Business Ideas

- Clothing business: Demand for formal and casual wear
increases during the festive season. Entrepreneurs can
benefit from this demand by selling clothes in markets and
malls.

- Footwear business: Footwear is an essential item during
the festive season, and entrepreneurs can benefit from this
demand by selling shoes in markets and malls.

- Gift and Christmas cards: Gift cards and Christmas

cards are popular products during the festive season.
Entrepreneurs can benefit from this demand by selling
these cards in markets and malls.

- Food and catering services: Food is a central part of
celebrations during the festive season. Entrepreneurs can
benefit from this demand by providing food and catering

services at events and gatherings.

- Bakery products: Bakery products like cakes, cookies, and
pastries are popular during the festive season. Entrepreneurs
can benefit from this demand by selling these products in
markets and bakeries.

- Gourmet hampers and sweets: Gourmet hampers and
sweets are popular products during the festive season.
Entrepreneurs can benefit from this demand by selling
these hampers in markets and malls.

- Beverages business: Demand for beverages increases
during the festive season. Entrepreneurs can benefit from
this demand by selling beverages in markets and restaurants.
- Poultry and meat sales: Poultry and meat are popular
products during the festive season. Entrepreneurs can
benefit from this demand by selling poultry and meat in
markets and butcheries.

By investing in these businesses, entrepreneurs can
capitalize on the increased demand during the festive
season and generate significant profits.

.
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Digital Banking

and the Future of Financial Inclusion in Uganda

Uganda’s financial services industry
is at a turning point. For years,

conversations  revolved  around
bringing the unbanked into the
formal system, focusing on brick-
and-mortar expansion. However, with
mobile penetration over 70% and a
youthful population preferring speed
to formality, the industry is forced to
reimagine banking as something one
carries in the palm of their hand.

PostBank’s experience with ZeroFlex
accounts shows that the 18-39 age
group is most receptive to digital
banking products. This demographic is
not only numerically dominant butalso

shapes the country’s financial culture,
preferring speed and transparency in
banking transactions.

One of the biggest barriers to financial
inclusion has been cost. However, the
new generation of digital products
leans towards zero or near-zero fees.
ZeroFlex accounts, for instance, have
no maintenance charges and allow free
or low-cost transfers between wallets
and accounts. This shift is more than
a marketing gimmick; it’s a structural
recalibration that changes the entry
point into banking for millions.
Digital banking expands financial
services to rural and urban areas,

enabling farmers and traders to
access the same financial products
instantly. This transformation
presents a significant opportunity for
Uganda’s financial industry, potentially
increasing access to financial services
and improving affordability.

Despite the opportunities, challenges
persist, such as customers demanding
free services, data privacy and
cybersecurity concerns, and limited
financial literacy. However, the banking
industry in Uganda now competes on
delivering simple, safe, and affordable
experiences on phones, opening new
avenues for financial inclusion.

a_ Issue (11), September 2025 8



MUSEVENI:

Chinese capital driving Africa’s development

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has said that Chinese Chinass role in African development

investment is helping accelerate Africa’s growth, particularly Museveni emphasized that China, unlike Western lenders,
in infrastructure and industrial development. He made seizes opportunities in Africa and invests with the promise of
the remarks during the opening of the two-day Uganda good returns. He urged Western financiers to follow China’s
Development Finance Summit 2025 in the capital, Kampala. example and extend affordable credit to African countries.
Museveni noted that both state-owned and private Chinese Examples of Chinese investment in Uganda

capital have played a vital role in building transport and China has financed two major power plants in Uganda,
energy projects, which he described as key to unlocking the namely the 600-megawatt Karuma Hydropower Plant and

continent’s development potential. the 180-megawatt Isimba Hydropower Plant.

BiitishiE o

Praises Uganda’s Rhino Conservation Efforts

The British High Commissioner to Uganda, Lisa Chesney, has commended
Uganda’s remarkable achievements in wildlife conservation during a recent visit to
Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary, the country’s only home to wild rhinos.

Uganda’s Rhino Conservation Achievements

Chesney praised Uganda’s commitment to biodiversity and lauded the revival
of the southern white rhino—a species declared extinct in Uganda in 1983.
She noted that Uganda’s conservation efforts have brought rhinos back
from extinction to 48 individuals.

Importance of Ziwa Sanctuary

Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary provides a safe habitat for rhinos and offers
visitors a unique eco-tourism experience. The sanctuary’s owner, Joseph

Roy, emphasized its role in providing a safe haven for rhinos.
Rhino Naming Ceremony

Uganda is set to host a Rhino Naming Ceremony
on September 22, 2025, where individuals and
institutions will bid for naming rights to 17
rhino calves. Proceeds from the ceremony will
support rhino conservation efforts in Uganda.

-
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By : SP Dr Kayongo Aisha

Saudi Arabia

relations with Uganda

His Excellency Mohammed Bin Khalil Faloudah is the current Saudi Arabia
Ambassador to Uganda with a wealth of experience in Saudi Arabia’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, He has been instrumental in enhancing bilateral ties between
Uganda abd Saudi Arabia and presented his credentials to President Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Hon. John Mulimba, reaffirming
Saudi Arabia’s commitment to Uganda’s development and prosperity.
Humanitarian Assistance has been one of his areas of priority and in August 2024,
Ambassador Faloudah led a significant humanitarian initiative by delivering over
342 tonnes of relief food to Congolese refugees in Uganda. This was valued at
approximately UGX 1.85 billion provided through the King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center and was received by Uganda’s Office of the Prime Minister. The
donation included essential food items such as maize flour, rice, beans, sugar, salt,
and cooking oil, underscoring Saudi Arabia’s dedication to supporting vulnerable
communities in Uganda.

Educational and Cultural Engagement is another contribution of Ambassador
Faloudah who has been a strong advocate for educational and cultural exchange
between Saudi Arabia and Uganda. In May 2024, he presented his credentials to
Minister Mulimba, emphasizing the importance of strengthening educational ties,
particularly through institutions like

The Islamic University in Uganda. He has supported initiatives promoting the
Arabic language and Islamic studies, fostering mutual understanding and respect
between the two cultures.

Development Cooperation has been another area through the Saudi Fund for
Development (SFD) and the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) has invested nearly
USD 100 million in various development projects across Uganda. These projects
encompass sectors such as agriculture, education, healthcare, and infrastructure.
A notable example is the USD 30 million facility for constructing and equipping
the Uganda Heart Institute, signed in September 2023. These investments align
with both Uganda national development frameworks and international agendas,
including the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Labor and Employment Relations is another sector where bilateral labor agreement
signed in 2014 has facilitated the employment of over 150,000 Ugandans in
Saudi Arabia. These workers contribute to various sectors, including healthcare,
construction, and domestic services, enhancing economic ties and fostering people-
to-people connections between the two countries.

Its important to note that Ambassador Mohammed Bin Khalil Faloudah’s tenure
has been marked by proactive engagement in humanitarian aid, educational and
cultural exchange, development cooperation, and labor relations. His efforts have
significantly contributed to strengthening the longstanding friendship between
Saudi Arabia and Uganda, paving the way for a

future of shared prosperity and mutual respect.

The writer is a press and publication officer
Uganda Police
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Life in Uganda:

What We Love - and Hate

Life in Uganda can be joyful
and annoying in equal measure.
But, at least, it's never boring.
This explains why, with more
than one million international
travellers visiting Uganda every
year, this landlocked East African
country’s inbound tourism is on
the rise.

What We Love About Uganda

- Friendliness: Ugandans are
some of the friendliest people
you'll ever meet - friendliness
that is perhaps borne out of the
country’s multi-cultural nature.

- Social life: Ugandans are a social
bunch. In this country, every time
is party time! It's not surprising
to find several hangouts filled up

Monday to Sunday with several
revellers partying the night away.
- Unique attractions: Uganda
offers visitors adrenaline-filled
experiences such as canoeing
past the crocodiles on River
Nile, gorilla trekking in the
thick jungles of Bwindi Forest,
birdwatching in Mabira Forest,
and exploring the country’s
unique cultures.

- Beach life: The southern part of
the country nestles on the shores
of Lake Victoria, which makes
several Ugandan towns offer
great beach life.

- Affordable cost of living:
Kampala is ranked the best and
cheapest city in East Africa due
to low rent prices and abundance
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of all varieties of food.

‘What We Hate About Uganda

- Insecurity: Although Uganda is
relatively safe, street thieves and
burglars are common.

- Negative vibe about the country:
Many Ugandans think they live
in hell, despite foreigners loving
the country.

- Litter everywhere: Littering is
one of the things Ugandans are
good at, which makes Kampala a
robust contender for the Dirtiest
City in Africa accolade.

- Disorderliness: Disorderliness
seems to be the order of the
day, and it's one of the reasons
Kampalas  traffic  jam  is
unbearable.



Threat of Extinction

for the Grey-Crested Crane in Uganda

Wildlife activists in Uganda
have expressed concern
over the continued use
of exposed electricity
transmission wires in the
country, arguing that they
pose another obstacle to the
conservation of the grey-
crested crane, Ugandas
national bird.

Godfrey Mutemba, senior
natural resources officer for
the Lwengo district, noted
that some crested cranes are
dying from electrocution
after unintentionally
colliding ~ with  power
transmission lines that pass
through their habitats and
roosting sites.

The district has recorded 21
fatalities of crested cranes
from  electricity-related
causes in the past year, all
occurring in designated
habitat zones for these
birds.

Ministriesof Finance &Foreign

Affairs Launch Investment Guide for Diplomats

The Ministries of Foreign Affairs and
Finance have launched the Strategic
Guide for Economic and Commercial
Diplomacy (ECD) during the annual
Ambassadors’ Conference currently
underway in Gulu. The guide was
officially launched by PSST Ramathan
Ggoobi in collaboration with Oryem
Henry Okello, Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs in charge of
International Cooperation.

Importance of the Guide

Minister Oryem said the ECD guide
will serve as a guiding framework for
Ugandas economic and commercial
diplomacy; calling for fullunderstanding,
discussion, and application by all heads
of departments in ministries and
Ugandan missions abroad.

Objectives of the Guide

The guide aims to enhance Ugandas
ability to attract investments, increase
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exports, promote tourism, and attract
technology and knowledge transfer
in support of the countrys ten-
year strategy. Key initiatives include
institutional coordination, research
centers for export and import,
stakeholder  engagement, country
profiling, intelligence gathering, joint
annual planning meetings, technical
capacity building, and private sector
engagement.



Uganda

Hosts 2025 Development Finance Summit: A Call for Collective Action

The Uganda Development Finance Summit2025
kicked off at Speke Resort Munyonyo, where
leaders, financiers, and experts discussed ways
to foster collaboration among development
finance institutions (DFIs), governments, and
the private sector to accelerate inclusive and
sustainable growth in Africa.

UDB Board Chair Geoffrey Kihuguru
emphasized the central role of national
development banks in Africas transformation
journey, providing long-term affordable capital
and acting as thought leaders and catalysts of
social economic transformation.

Kihuguru highlighted that Africa faces
multiple  challenges, including climate
change, geopolitical tensions, and high youth

unemployment, which demand innovative
financing solutions. He added that national
development banks, working in partnership
with other DFIs, can design innovative
instruments that expand inclusion, finance
underdeveloped regions, and create gender-
responsive solutions.

UDB Managing Director Patricia Ojangole
called for bold reforms in development
finance, emphasizing that the summit is not
just a meeting of minds but a call to action.
She stressed the importance of building
resilient, inclusive, and locally anchored
financial systems, with a focus on the role of
national development banks in leading this
transformation.

MUSEVENI:

Chinese investment drives industrial transformation in Ugand

Ugandan  President  Yoweri
Museveni has said that Chinese-
funded industries are playing a
vital role in driving industrial
transformation in Uganda. He
made the remarks during a
visit to the Sino-Uganda Mbale

Industrial Park in eastern
Uganda.
Museveni, who inaugurated

four new  Chinese-invested
factories and laid foundation
stones for nine others during
the wvisit, emphasized that
industrialization is a key pillar
of the government’s national
development strategy.

He highlighted the importance
of industries in Uganda and
Africa, thanking China for its
contribution to transforming his
country.
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Civil Soey

Organizations Support Uganda's Mining Revenue, Urge Governance and Value Addition

Civil society organizations (CSOs) have welcomed the governments plan to
strengthen domestic revenue mobilization with a sharper focus on Uganda’s mining
sector. However, they have urged stronger governance, value addition, and clarity in
mineral revenue management.

The Ministry of Finance is finalizing a new Domestic Revenue Mobilization Strategy
(DRMS) for 2025/26-2029/30, expected to contribute to Ugandas “10-fold growth
strategy” by expanding the tax base and unlocking more revenue from extractives.
CSO Recommendations

The CSO position paper called for establishing a real-time, centralized data-sharing
system for mineral production, licensing, and revenues, and strengthening mineral
tracking systems to curb illicit financial flows. It also recommended capitalizing the
National Mining Company as a commercial investment vehicle and fast-tracking
projects such as the Iron Ore Project and the Mineral Regulation Infrastructure
Project.

Importance of the Mining Sector

Experts emphasized that the mining sector is a crucial driver of economic growth in
Uganda, with the country aiming to increase the sector’s contribution to GDP from
1.9% to 7.9% and expand mineral revenues from 180 billion shillings to 750 billion
shillings.

Challenges in the Sector

Researchers highlighted challenges in the current framework, including unclear
provisions on mineral beneficiation under the Mining and Minerals Act 2022, the
absence of a formal mineral market, weak enforcement of the ban on unprocessed
mineral exports, and lack of a dedicated fund for mineral revenues.

Objectives of the Strategy

The DRMS aims to achieve a 20% tax-to-GDP ratio by 2030, with mining expected
to make a significant contribution. Proposed reforms include integrating mineral
taxation with regulatory systems, introducing a windfall tax, and strengthening
governance and inter-agency coordination to reduce leakages.
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The Arabic economic is a periodical issued by the Uganda in Arabic foundation, which represents the Arabic eye in

Uganda. It forces on opportunities in the fields of tourism, business, and the lasted economic development.

The monthly Arabic Economic Magazines aims to monitor investment and education opportunities besides life in

Uganda for the Arab community in general and the Sudanese in a ore specified way.
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